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and the Role of Clothing as a Strategic Means for
Cultural Adjustment in South Korea

Tae Youn Kim - Yoon-Jung Lee"
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Fashion and Clothing, Seowon University

Professor, Dept. of Home Economics Education, Korea University™*
(received date: 2021. 1. 29, revised date: 2021. 2. 12, accepted date: 2021. 2. 19)

ABSTRACT

This study analyze the role of clothing as a strategic means to improve North Korean defectors' cultural
adjustment in South Korea from a detailed, everyday life point of view and discusses the aspects of re-
construction of their self-identity during this adjustment process. For this, 10 North Korean defectors in their
20-40's were selected through snowball sampling. The data was collected by in-depth and semi-structured in-
terviews and analyzed with multiple case approach. The results showed that some North Korean defectors
perceive themselves as superior to South Koreans in clothing-related cultural contexts or conceive of them-
selves as special individuals through the realization of their unique appearance. The results also found that
there were cases of construction of flexible identity by selective reception of South Korean fashion style, the
pursuit of individual character, and cases where a self-defensive identity formed through passive and restrictive
reception of South Korean clothing culture. Furthermore, the results revealed subjects’ resistive attitudes to-
ward South Koreans' attire while still observing North Korean convention and clothing norms. The results of
this study will potentially help the development of socio-cultural programs or social networks which can con-

tribute to North Koreans' cultural adjustment through the use of clothing.

Key words: clothing(2] %), cultural adjustment(¥3}4-2), North Korean defector(E-gHo] g1),
self-identity(*g A 43), South Korea society(‘d3HA}3])
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{Table 1) Interviewees' Demographic Characteristics

5 452 gohi] 9l
= 20~40t] o473 3 EA
sgom A7EAe

5737

3ol A3t JHE A AT FIES
S5 Aed F de RES A 9 AF
717ke] Hax 1| o] ®ES wASIATh

Batolgayl S HFo] 44 doHRE A
T FAZ BYE fE HEdelgFrl A AAHQ
A st 9 AER AAAHERE AqPEe
FoAAE HA Avfwgton ol IRt FH
ARJNES ATAlA 2shks a9 wHol %
# (snowball sampling) HS AF&3le] AT =
A el SAbE 8|3 Ao Atttk v

108e A3 HdzZ AASATKTable 1).

Ag AYFL BE vjEo|on, sy A
o] AL Ul 9 T HAL 3t 300 HE
A dstel AL dig As F FIL o
2 9l shel 8 sge] ARHE A9, HY F
FATE LAY s $744 Fol EFEALh

o
2 d7e Ty 7)1FAAEEE 93] (Korea
University Institutional Review Board, KU-IRB-
15-204-A-1)9] F9& B T ZAFdnh A5

= v Eue Hage A

Defecting year Entering Country & period ,
. . Monthly clothing
No [ Age Gender Occupation from year into (year or month) .
expenditures (W)
North Korea | South Korea of stay
1 34 Female Student 2006 2008 China(2ys) 200,000~300,000
2 33 Male Salesperson 2000 2008 China(8ys) 400,000~500,000
3 25 Female Student 2014 2015 China(transit) 50,000~100,000
4 34 Female Student 2008 2012 China(4ys) 50,000~100,000
5 26 Female Student 2005 2006 China(2m) 200,000~300,000
6 29 Male Jobseeker 2003 2008 China(5ys) 200,000~300,000
7 28 Female Jobseeker 2015 2016 Thai(transit) 100,000~200,000
8 27 Female Jobseeker 2010 2016 China(6ys) 100,000~ 200,000
9 43 Female Salesperson 2014 2015 China(transit) ~50,000
10 33 Female Student 2009 2016 China(7ys) ~50,000
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290 wat AES FIHEAY M E vre § Q7o §hgate] Brao] Aoprty wWsksteE A
FE3} ASHEe R FHHJT HES 1A 30 S =AM NAH, AEH A BEF 2FAACL 8§t
ol A 2A17F A= 28FHAY WE W& S D2(M. Kim, 2019) £ dFdAxes A+ 7ozt
A EZEAoH BF AR O E | FHUT o] NAH gL AW ot ERRIFAS] HFo
U whdo] o] FoA = ARSI A AFEAE Ao A
2. MEEAM Y 59 JgS Fa HdolgFHIe FAAY AT
doll dial Ak 7F T £ AT 249
SElET wH HEE HE TS UIE g e veln A 24 902A AF A
AFEANA AT SJAES IUZ 83 A aHE Al 7 EE A BERo e
7b et FE @Ed Ao F3k Aol (M. EREE A CEbdste] 4B B Pl
Kim, 2019: Lee & Hwang, 2008: Yoon, 2019), U SE o)Al WElE ZAoE 9me] oA}
A3l <17k A (Yeo, 2015: Yoon, 2019: Yu et 27} oln] Qe ZASS 25T A5 NTAE
al. 2002) 52 FHEE SHAA FH AT T g0 gq gou FAEE BT AL AT
Tl ae] WEE, BS AAH SR04 A d Fdl & FE2E AR H(Creswell,
38l Mgk el T2 EAR Avh wH e 2007/2010). A% M F FE IS AT =¥
EatojgFrle] £3F A g gk wAA A4 A %o 2 Age] wom B4 pde W
A7 AxET 9 A dg A B9 o2 =3 o]solArh
v (Kim, Kim, & Yoon, 2019) ¥ AFE= v]A]

A Ao g FJoH AT Folz sl v, 9177}
RS 2HOR Bah Ayl vehd 444 e
AFE Fie A4 Ay F s AbE £ BalolgFule Y3l I T B3 AHLeHA
o =2 R =il i ~170 ]

A2 Aeshd FHRNT gk oluo] o|5e) A gl AR 4

;]ETJ 2= /\}34];3?% o] FA AT} %3%”—11 280 S njFl B A ZAOZ Al
5 A= As A DA 512 u
:?:l'-ooﬂfﬂ T1]—'_0]—L_ iu. 7]—\]"1‘:_}-. "]'] Eﬂﬁ}a = E:“ ZJ_ %_;:}_ %6—1% /é]}‘]@' éj’]', Zgi_ﬂ}\g XH?_)E‘{
63]'_7_ 0] H, H/:}_O‘]'E‘E“ El?}—?} HJ’#O]“% %‘ o‘j EE—E Xéiﬂ"é -g/g_oﬂ 9}]\01 q—%iﬂ— Z:J_% 57]—%] Oo]:}‘\:]—
TE O35 A 24 Je5e AHE S R © B9 tKTable 25

= AN

g AAEAT Al 7F 3 BAL Zhe] AL
WASHA AL 7] ¥EEAH O Z Uehgs T4 AN MH|ZH OlAl
of sl £FAHZ 7|&st= W ol (Creswell,
2007/2010), =3} H-golgk 7)cle] 314 79 o HAdE AEFS FuAY £ 2 dx

{Table 2> Aspects of Identity Reconstruction by Cultural Adjustment

South Korean Clothing Culture
Aspects of Fully Selective Passive - Restrictive ..
. . . Rejective Detached
adjustment conversant reception reception
Identity Feeling Flexible Self-defensive Resistive Characteristic
reconstruction superior identity identity identity identity
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