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ABSTRACT

In this study, I used medals or commemorative medals appearing in mmperial photos as historical material
to determine when the photos were taken and subsequently used them as basic data for research on the
Korean Empire. Since we can ascertain the photos era through the medals and commemorative medals ap-
pearing in them, we can examine the history of changes in clothing reflected in the photos. The photos had
been printed and made into commemorative postcards or photo albums, and since the printing and awarding
times did not match, careful examination was needed. Medals were reviewed, noting when each individual
was awarded, and as such commemorative medals represented the most useful data in confirming the periods
of the photos. Imperial Family members were awarded the Korean Empire’s the 1st order of Geumcheok
Medal, 2nd order of Seoseong Medal, and 3rd order of Ewha Medal, while Imperial women were awarded
the Seobong Medal, the women’s highest order. After ascending the throne, Emperor Sunjong received the
Japanese Highest Necklace Medal, and the Japanese Daehunwi Medal of Chrysanthemum. Later, members of
the Imperial Family were awarded Japanese medals such as the Chrysanthemum Medal or the Dongwha
Medal. When a medal was awarded, a differentiated pension was paid according to the type of medal, so in

addition to the honor, practical compensation was also made.

Key words: commemorative medals(71'3 %), Imperial Family(Z4 71%), Korean Empire(th $HA] =),
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{Table 1> Korean Empire’'s Medals

=HUER

Medal of Geumcheok

AT E

Medal of Seosung

o] s &7
Medal of Ewha

Main &
Secondary
Medal

@

Daesu-
original color]

Daesu-
grayscale
434 237
Medal of Taegeuk Medal of Palgwae Medal of Jaeung
Q
Main &
Secondary
Medal
_ @ 4 v
o s o
Daesu- o . - -
original color , %\ I %\
i B
& 4 '
40 -
P

Daesu-
grayscale

(Illustrations of the Korean Empire’s Medals[ # & E) =& ], n.d.: National Folk Museum of Korea, 2014)
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{Fig. 1> Generalissimo
Official Attire with a
Geumcheok Medal
(Korea Heritage
Administration &
Deoksugung Palace
Management
Service[DPMS],
2018, p. 87)
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{Fig. 2> Medal of Geumcheok, Main
Medal(EEE), Daesu(X#&), Secondary
Medal(El&)

(Korea Heritage Administration & DPMS,
2018, p. 127)

<Fig. 3> Min Young-hwan Dressed in
the Ceremonial Court Uniform
(daeryebok), 1986.
(Korea Heritage Administration &
DPMS, 2018, p. 25)
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{Table 2> Korean Empire’s Commemorative Medals

1901 (emperor Gojong)
Emperor's medal for 50th anniversary of
his birth

(MM 507 7193

1902(emperor Gojong)
Emperor’s medal for 40th anniversary of
his accession to the throne and the 51th
anniversary of his birth
[EHY==S340FH 7|EE]

1907(king Sunjong)
Crown prince’s wedding medal
[ZHEHAL7tE 719

1907(emperor Sunjong)
Emperor’s coronation medal(Awarding
1908, April)
[EHZ=e 7193]

1909(emperor Sunjong)
Emperor's medal of visit to the
Southwest (Awarding 1909, June)

[EHEM e 7|9 R

(Table 3 Japanese Commemorative Medals

(Geochang Museum, n.d.)

1907 Japanese crown prince’s medal for the visit to Korea
(Awarding 1909 Meijid2, 29th March)

1910 Japan-Korea Annexation medal

(Awarding 1912 Meijid5)

(Korean Medals, n.d.-a: Korean Medals, n.d.-b)
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{Fig. 4) Korean Emperor & Crown
Prince Wearing the Generalissimo’s

Full Dress
(National Palace Museum [NPM],
n.d.-c)

{Fig. 5> Emperor Gojong & Crown

Prince Sunjong Wearing the

Generalissimo’s Official Attire
(NPM, n.d.-c)
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<{Fig. 6> Emperor Gojong
Wearing the Generalissimo’s
Official Attire
(Korea Heritage
Administration & DPMS,
2018. n. 90)
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{Fig. 7> Photo of Korean Emperor Hui
(NPM. 2010. figure 127)
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(NPM. 2010. figure 128)
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{Fig. 9> Japan-Korea Annexation Commemorative Postcard, 1907.
(National Museum of Contemporary Art & The Museum of Photography [NMCA & MP],

2012. p.133)
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<Fig. 10> Postcard
Commemorating the Korean
Emperor Sunjong Visiting to
Sinuiju
(NPM. n.d.-b)

{Fig. 11> Empress

(Library of Congress, 1909)
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{Table 4> Prince Young's Medals (clockwise from left)

Medal of Donghwa Medal of Geumcheok

(Japanese Cabinet Office[ HA& NERNF H¥E)F], nd.:
National Folk Museum of Korea, 2014)

<{Fig. 16> Empéror Sunjong &
Empress Sunjeonghyo
(NMCA &MP. 2012. 0.125)
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<Fig. 17> Emperor Sunjong
(NPM, 2010, sapdo134)

- 117 -



Nkl 55744 59%

{Fig. 18> Empress Sunjeonghyo
(NPM, 2010, sapdo135)
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Museum [OKMM]I, 2001, p.31)
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{Fig. 21> ®Hun-ildeung Medal of Seobong
@Hun-ideung Medal of Seobong
(®Lee, 1999, p.69 @ Seoul Museum of History
[SMH], 2012, p.118)
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<Fig. 22> Emperor Sunjong
(NPM. n.d.-g)

{Fig. 23> A part of <Fig. 21>
(NPM. n.d.-£)
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{Fig. 24> Japanese Red

Cross Merit
Commemorative Medal

<Fig. 26> A part of <Fig. 25>

{Fig. 25> Empress Sunjeonghyo

The Japanese Red
(Cross Society

[BAR+TFH] nd).

(NPM. n.d.-e)

(NPM. n.d.-e)
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{Fig. 27> Abdicated Emperor {Fig. 28> ®Main & Secondary Medal of

Gojong Geumcheok
(NPM, n.d.-a) ®@Japanese Daehunwi Medal of
Chrysanthemum

®French Medal of National de la
Légion d’honneur
@ltalian Medal of e dei Santi Maurizio
e Lazzaro
(Korea Heritage Administration &
DPMS, 2018, p. 141)

{Fig. 29> Empress Dowager Sunheon {Fig. 30> Empress Dowager {Fig. 31> Prince Ui

(Kyungun Museum [KM1I, Sunheon (KM, 2022, p. 36)
2024, p. 10) (NPM. n.d.-f)

The Royal House of Chosen.”, dt&toll= Z7} “f

Heritage Administration & DPMS, 2018, p. 141).
e ZFKRFHT Grand Prince Tokuju Ri Wo

(Fig. 20>3 (Fig. 2809 AR Adel= "X
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