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ABSTRACT

This study identifies three structural challenges embedded m the scholarly mfrastructure underlying the
internationalization of Korean dress research and education and proposes researcher-level measures for each. The
inquiry originates from the authors' experience in museum translation and teaching an English-medium course on
Korean dress, and extends into a broader critique of Korean dress framed within international academic contexts.
Drawing on theories of linguistic coloniality and the methodological shift toward material culture in dress history, the
study highlights three mnterrelated layers of structural issues. Layer 1 involves an epistemological bias, whereby
English-language educational and exhibiion materials remain confined to a paradigm grounded in textual and
iconographic sources, resulting in the underrepresentation of material culture findings. Layer 2 is mistranslation,
substantiated by a systematic review of the Korea Heritage Service's English-name database. Out of 65 dress-related
entries, 38 contain errors, which are classified into five types: category error, simple error, loss of distinctiveness, loss of
material properties, and omission of the native term. Layer 3 is the absence of standardized romanization, illustrated
by the hwarot/hwal-ot example, which fragments database indexing and undermines accurate back-transhiteration to
Hangeul. These three problems share a common root: the lack of institutional channels through which Korean dress
researchers can shape international standards. In response, this study proposes three strands of practice that individual
researchers can implement. First, it advocates an integrated open archive linking textual, visual, archaeological, and
scientific data as a shared foundation for English-language teaching resources on Korean dress. Second, it recommends
native-first translation guidelines that preserve Korean terms and add concise structural explanations to support
accurate retrieval and citation. Third, it argues that back-transliterability to Hangeul should be the primary criterion for

romanization and promotes consistent use of dual forms to support reliable search and cross-referencing.

Key words: internationalization of Korean dress study(F=r5-2] & 2= 4] 3}), epistemological bias($1 4] & 8F),
material culture(E 2 = 3}), terminological translation(£ 1 ¥ &), category error(H 5= 2. ),
romanization (292} 1 71)
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{Table 1> Error Types Identified Among "Dress” Entries Specified in the Regulations on English Romanization Standards
for Korean Heritage Names (38 of 65 Total Entries)

Korean

Hanja Current notation Issue Proposed
;) Monk’s Out: Omissi f th .
7FAL 4z on s uter roussion. of the Kasaya (Buddhist monk’s robe)
Vestment native term
AS Horsehair Hat Category error Gat/Heuk-lip (black horsehair hat)
- e L f .
TEX HHEAM Royal Robe oo Dragon robe (royal attire)
distinctiveness
. Loss of . .
S il Uniform L. Military uniform
distinctiveness
Category error, . .
1 it Jobok 1
FozE G 1R Official Attire Loss of | Clided gold crown and Jobok (ceremonia
e attire)
distinctiveness
o] AL , Green Ceremonial Loss of Green Wonsam (formal robe with
= *kElFZ . )
Robe distinctiveness circular collar)
FH A g FEHEA 22 Quilted Jacket Category error Quilted Jeogori (top)
g2ty EHy | FEREETFHY Dharani Bag Category error Dharani pouch
. L f
=& (] 51 Ceremonial Robe . OS? © Dan-ryeong (round-collared robe)
distinctiveness
e A Semi-formal Jacket | Category error Dang-eui (the simplest type of court
formal top)
Ty - Full Dress Category error Do-po (Men'’s formal robe with double
back layer)
L f terial
o W Silk 055 of materia Plain woven silk
properties
-2 & Clothes Simple error Dress
Loss of material Sug-go-sa (figured fabric woven with
S 3LA} P A Boiled silk ) degummed silk weft, sa patterns on
properties .
plain ground)
St VEAB Satin Brocade Simple error Yang-dan (Western made figured satin)
Embroidered Cloud
=5 2B Al and Phoenix Simple error Cloud and Phoenix embroidery
Design
P % Ceremonial Robe ' Los§ of Won-sam (formal robe with circular
distinctiveness collar)
45 Sal sl Crown Category error Won-yu-gwan (Sﬂk crown for Jo-bok
attire)
o]y KA Clothes and Belt Simple error Eui-dae (a set of clothes and belt)
95 AR Clothes Simple error Clothing
o W Winged Cap Category error Ikseon-gwan (cicada crown)
Embroidered S . .
d4d5 H A i ribrotdere 'un Simple error Sun and Moon embroidery
and Moon Design
R £t Monk’s Robe Category error Jang-sam (long robe)
7 Overcoat Category error Jang-ot (outer robe)
318 Jacket Category error Jeogori (top)
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4% B4 gE FAse 72E A

{Table 1> (Continued)

Korean Hanja Current notation Issue Proposed
Loosely Woven Category error, Jeok-sam (unlined top), Ramie
Ager A4 | kTHE A4 Ramie Unlined Loss of material b Pl
) Hang-ra(open weavefi)
Summer Jacket properties
=K A Ceremonial Robe . LOS§ of Jeok-eui (Pheasant robe)
distinctiveness
Patterns for the
2 o] (RS Queen Consort’s Simple error Patterns for Jeok-eui (Pheasant robe)
Ceremonial Robe
29 SRt Red Silk Robe Loss of mgterlal Jeokichofelln (robe made of red cho- a
properties thin, plain woven raw-silk fabric)
. . Cheong-cho jungdan (blue Cho robe
AxZo TG Blue Silkc Inner Loss of méterlal worn as the middle layer of formal court
Robe properties .
attire)
€] HK Monk’s Mantle Category error Tak-eui (Buddhist Altar cloth)
EZA o i) Brown Simple error Earth vellow
oo WE Jade Pendant ' Los§ of Pae-ok (a pe_nr of decorative strands of
distinctiveness jade pendants)
P WA Patterns for Front Simple error Patterns for Pye-seul (knee-covering
Cloth Panel front panel)
iy & Incense Bag Category error Hyang-nang (incense pouch)
g e 12 Blooded Clothes Simple error Blood stained clothes
P HH Yellow Ceremonial ' Los§ of Yellow Wogsam (formal robe with
Robe distinctiveness circular collar)
3] gA g [ 4% 2] 27 2] Ornamented Jacket | Category error Hoe-jang Jeogori (color-blocked top)
(5) 9] +=(omission of the native term) 7] SEE do] 32 By BEaA7t 24 st o
R %%01—5‘ Ao &= Hojrt HriEA olEiHo] & B B AE JlEdA] doE
e A2, 7PAHHEE) 2] Monk's Outer Vestment ANE AA . ALHE AZA wAEIE, SA
detol ool Atk o8 45 FUS Ar2E s %A §Eel GA S84 G5H A
Eo] Kasaya®d ZvzF %7]¢l Kasayaol| Buddhist o33t}
Monk's Robe 52 9& AHS H7|sl= 9o ¢
A ]S ARESHH(Chen et al., 2025: Yamakawa, 3) AEZH H3 3=
2022). wrE Sy el A dof mehy (e olA] BAME wo 9REo| thae ARA H
e, dharani)’S RESL ol SiFel Aol B go) magim ARt A4S i £49 &
= 1Sl S5 WP QAEA B2 JEE gojo ek aein 4A 4EE o) 4ol Y
HojFEoh dol-Ady W7 A2 54 e FF A oS HoZT ARAT} AR &
A g8 AT 8271 A, Laver 21 oo g s)me) AnaA "geAR) 2Az
e} by 35
A EE el A ) dHele BHEE SE 0 oz} agrets gae wet o] 2ge o
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298 73 2% > 4% 7] > A8
B gdd 1F 0F 9% > oF

2 AR 7, 95 HAErt A Aol st
T ARV} AgEn o] H4 32+ Layer 20|

o) BAlSl F2H AL FA FL wEwo)
271 A3 vuE o F=HKtH(Table 2).

The Metropolitan Museum of Art(2006) =
Jeogori(Top) A @ =0 Zwixl E7E Lo T+
J Qo] WS ZE BHEE Aede do] ¢4
(native-first) 2l H&3tal Utk The British
Museum (2026) < jeogori( A2l #5) <+ o] Zwrf
2 #7) -3 - FAE WT)ske B R fE9
AqH AAGE tTHLE HES Victoria
and Albert Museum(2024) = hanbok ¥ &g}9l
Zul =o)X jeogori, chima, po 59 Erix} E71E
ol AY ARgetm dwel AE HRE T
= WS #3813, Asian Art Museum (2026)2
%, SET AA A F8

e

“Couture Korea:$-2¢ £
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A4 FTO2 IS Aol 24 YAE 24
AR Aol 7] Aol AAHOR wolE 2
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3. Layer 3: 20(At 7| FZE3I| £

D 27 AA £43 e 24
A @5 54 #E JE ARdAME FHS
o]9 Zwulx #7)9 (National Institute of Korean
Language [NIKL], 2000), McCune-Reischauer 3
¥, A3 ws 215 #5719 Al 7EA AA 7L
S8t FEFY BV 2F EeHd o
%—Zr £ d25o® s, A& - Hlest F
Jhed ke, McCune-
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{Table 2> Notation Practices for Korean Dress Terms Among Major International Museums

Institution Notation practice Case Native-first
) P -
BM (British Museum) Romanization+ Hangeul + Chinese J?a(;g;;é ((Xj};akzﬂg)) ¢}
V&A (Victoria & Albert L. . . .
Romanization jeogori, chima, po O
Museum)
MET (Metropolitan Museum) Romanization + English description Jeogori (Top) ¢}
AAM (San F i Asi . . . .
(San Francisco Asian Romanization jeogori, chima, baji, po (0]
Art Museum)
. Pri ily English d ipti h : . .
S 7H- A4 (Korea Heritage rlmarly e ISA escrlp e p rases semi-formal jacket, outer
. native term omitted or inconsistently X
Service) . vestment
applied

- 138 —



A% A B4 G2 FAS) 72A A

AA 7L o]l F&o] obd o] shate] Wy A 2t 2upal #7038 dolE FA shsAbh sk,
o] ZAZRTE L2 FAE Adoh 4 g dEs FAs A @ o, sETod W
g Z13H #2711 oW 34 A E IASHA < 9He "ERoR AYS "YYTeRE Oy
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& dolEHlo] 2o Fd gl AN ARE + 1) &% A - 27] 943 & A FE
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SEA el she] F3A A4 /e R 54 ATAE = AAT hwarot' S ‘hwa-rot &2 &
HA xete EAE olojitk HEo) "SR o QAT stS5Ae] T o)k
2ok 719 A HE AEAT SAE g} ) srolut @o) Wetoge) Ag)
A gt vE 224 e 9 89 7k S NEE o AF g2 gold e 5= A
(back-transliterability), & ZvAF 715 A3 ¢ AA o =o|t}

AV SFA7E Ao} dFs FosA A7dL F 20224 102 New York Times®l LACMA %
7kt #7217k o] Zles w¥sA X u, 4 89 B9 By HA A, o] gojulel Pk
SEAhE AR AL FTE SsE el MESE Syt ggo) W) ARd oueS AT #
o A AL S HE deldl = AT ol sagRapiAe AFI QEH AR ARAE
e wee AR FATE ohdeh 20t g9 2ok w706 wel @8] hwaroto
F717F =] s JYREA V5T e Z 7AHe] g, o] ®rE WA zpAx
7kl EAlolth Table 3¢ thekdh 7] WAl w 79 HolAw Hejx AAZ s Ei) “g2”
{Table 3> Comparison of Romanization Systems Applied to Major Korean Dress Terms

NIKR MR Pronuncia;ion-friendl Proposed

wll &} (5 7) Baeja Paeja Baejah Bae-ja (8 A1)

A o] (#4) Jeogui Chogtii Juh-gui Jeog-ui (&)%)

T (LK) Dangui Tangtii Dang-ee Dang-ui (F2lFK)

o= ([ 58) Dallyeong Tallyong Dal-ryeong Dan-ryeong (%= [#%H)

25 (E5H) Jingnyeong Chingnydng Jing-nyeong Jig-ryeong (&% E5H)

S Hwarot Hwarot Hwarot Hwal-ot (Z2f4K)
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